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Where did
all it begin?
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Biodiversity research has deep(ish) roots in Eswatini!

Afr. J. Ecol1997] Volume 35, pages 64-72 |

Stomach contents of 19 species of small
mammals from Swaziland

. . A. Monadjem
Habitat preferences and biomasses of small mam |

Swaziland Department of Biological Sciences, University of Swaziland,
Private Bag 4, Kwaluseni, Swaziland
A. MONADJEM Received 20 August 1996; accepted 12 Novembe

Department of Biological Sciences, University of Swaziland, PIBag 4, Kwal The stomach contents of 14 species of Rodentia and five
species of Insectivora are reported from Swaziland. The
importance of different food types in the diet of these species
b was estimated using two methods. The results of the
This paper 1 et : frequency of occurrence method closely mirror those of the
SW&ZiII)aIIIJE . desc;qb'es the dlStrlb,uuon an_d abundance Of SIM§{  proportional contribution method. The rodents exhibited a

in relation to quantified habitat features. Eighte( wide range of diets. Otomys species were strictly herbivorous,
wara camnlad at ceuen diffarant locatione in all fonr ascaram While only three species (Mus minutoides, Tatera leucogaster
and Dendromus mystacalis) were observed to have high
proportions of all food types in their stomachs. All other
rodents fed on green plant matter and seeds, in varying
proportions. Shrews were predominantly insectivorous.
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And slowly collaboration began.......
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DOI 10.1007/s10531-004-4358-9

Nesting distribution of vult
in Swaziland
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Molecular Diet Analysis of Two African Free-Tailed Bats
(Molossidae) Using High Throughput Sequencing

Kristine Bohmann', Ara Monadjem?, Christina Lehmkuhl Noer’, Morten Rasmussen’, Matt R. K. Zeale?,
Elizabeth Clare®, Gareth Jones?, Eske Willerslev', M. Thomas P. Gilbert'*

1 Centre for GeoGenetics, Natural History Museum of Denmark, Copenhagen, Denmark, 2 All Out Africa Research Unit, Department of Biological Sciences, University of
Swaziland, Kwaluseni, Swaziland, 3 School of Biological Sciences, University of Bristol, Bristol, United Kingdom

Abstract

Given the diversity of prey consumed by insectivorous bats, it is difficult to discern the composition of their diet using
morphological or conventional PCR-based analyses of their faeces. We demonstrate the use of a powerful alternate tool, the
use of the Roche FLX sequencing platform to deep-sequence uniquely 5" tagged insect-generic barcode cytochrome ¢

oxidase | (COI) fragments, that were PCR amplified from faecal pellets of two free-tailed bat species Chaerephon pumilus and

Abstract. Three species of vulture (African White-backed, White-headed and Lappet-faced) breed
in Swaziland, all of which are threatened within the country. Vulture nests were surveyed using a
fix-winged aircraft in low-lying savannas of Swaziland. Nesting was observed in three land use
categories: (1) unprotected government cattle ranches, (2) protected cattle ranches, and (3) con-
servation areas. A total of 248 nests was recorded, of which 240 belonged to the African White-




Which eventually reached Uni of Florida

Roost use by two sympatric species of
Scotophilus in a natural environment

Ara Monadjem'’, Tara Raabe’?, Brian Dickerson’, Nova Silv
"All Out Africa Research Unit, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Swaziland, P
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Roost use by African bats is those
Two sympatric species of Sc ISmitte| |
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respective roosts in a natural s
trees, apparently preferring Cérmorecrarmmmeermeacoo v
such roosting trees may be critical to the continued persistence of cavi
bats in African savannas.
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And we began to train students (MSc/PhD)

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect
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Original investigation

Linking changes in small mx
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Shrub cover homogenizes small
mammals’ activity and perceived
redation risk

AnneA. Logginsl"i Adrian M. Shrader?, Ara Monadjem(®?%> & Robert A. McCleery®**

Altered disturbance regimes, increasing atmospheric CO,, and other processes have increased woody
cover and homogenized vegetation in savannas across the planet. African savannas with extensive
versus minimal woody cover often have vastly different animal communities. However, we lack a
clear mechanistic understanding of why animal communities are changing with vegetation structure.
Our goal for this study was to understand how vegetation structure in an African savanna shaped the
perceived predation risk of small mammals. hence affectina their activity. Usina a reciprocal measure




And finally, to train Swazi (emaSwati) students!

Global Ecology and Conservation
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Original Research Article

Influence of sugarca
dynamics and comn
savanna-agricultura
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Influence of sugarcane growth stages on bird diversity and community
structure in an agricultural-savanna environment
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